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of Ogden v. Ogden [1908] P. (C. A.) 46, it has definitely returned to 
the earlier position. 

The book shows signs of a wide investigation of the authorities 
not in England only but on the Continent as well, and amply repays 
the reader's study. 

Raleigh C. Minor. 



Elements of International Law. By George B. Davis. 4th ed. Revised 
by Gordon E. Sherman. New York: Harper and Brothers. 
1916. pp. xxiv, 668. 

The last edition of General Davis' well known Elements of Inter- 
national Law was pubUshed in 1908. A thorough revision of the 
book in the light of international events which have taken place 
since 1908 was amply justified. The publishers are, however, to be 
criticised in taking advantage of the present interest in international 
law by a new edition of a text book which would naturally be sup- 
posed to give the latest developments of international law but which 
actually makes no addition either to the facts or to the interpreta- 
tion of international law rules as expoimded in the earlier edition 
of the book. The extent to which the electro-plates of the third 
edition were used made impossible anything approximating a revision. 
As a matter of fact 445 of the old plate pages of the text out of a 
possible 482 have been preserved. The book is advertised as a revised 
edition, and the preface states that it is the purpose of the reviser 
to "supplement the original text and notes sufficiently to place the 
work abreast of the numerous additions to the Uterature of the sub- 
ject brought forth by the events of the past eight years." The 
retention and use of the old plates made it difilcult to attain the 
purpose set forth by the reviser, and so we have a book which, 
except for the addition of a few important documents in the appen- 
dix, is practically the same as the edition of 1908. In no sense 
can it be said to "stand abreast" of other works upon interna- 
tional law. In fact, as an up-to-date text book upon international 
law, it is far inferior to the texts of Lawrence, Wilson or Hershey, 
all of which have been either written or rewritten since the London 
Naval Conference of 1908-09 and which have incorporated the prin- 
ciples agreed upon in that conference. An Olustration of the utter 
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failure of revision of Davis' International Law is the chapter upon 
contraband, a subject of most vital concern today. Not a word 
has been changed or added to the chapter on that subject in the 
earlier edition, notwithstanding the Declaration of London and the 
practice of the belligerents in the present war. 

The chief work of the reviser has been the incorporation of certain 
illustrative historical material at the end of some of the chapters. Such 
material has been included only by way of substitution, and in a few 
cases it would seem that the substitution was less important than the 
material for which it was substituted. The only chapter that has 
been rewritten is the introductory one, and this is far from satisfac- 
tory, viewed as a text-book introduction to the subject of international 
law. In treating of the sources of international law, the writer gives 
the impression that the ancient maritime law is to be regarded as by 
far the most important source. The treatment of this and of other 
historical soiu^ces is too much in the nature of a condensed abstract 
with mere enumeration of names and dates, which is far from illu- 
minating to an undergraduate student or to the ordinary reader of 
international law. The original chapter, in the opinion of the reviewer, 
was better plarmed for introducing the reader to the general field of 
international law. 

The attempts of the reviser at condensation of historical material 
within the brief space allowed at the end of chapters has not always 
proved successful. For example, the endeavor at the end of Chapter 
IX to give the results of the Hague Arbitral Coiu-t in less than one 
page is disappointing. The inclusion of authorities upon the Hague 
Convention and the Arbitration Court reduced the space for cases 
to fifteen lines. The citation of authorities here and elsewhere given 
in the body of the text might better be included in foot notes or in 
the general list of bibliography. The addition to the bibliography of 
the third edition of a Ust of recent works on international law and the 
incorporation in the appendix of the Declaration of London 1909 
and the document of the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace 
giving the list of signatures, ratifications, adhesions and reservations 
of the conventions and declarations of the First and Second Hague 
Conferences constitute the most valuable additions in the new edition. 
Other new material included in the appendix are: the extradition 
treaty of 1910 between the United States and the Dominican Republic 
and a brief treatment of the topics: transfer to neutral flag, merchant 
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vessels armed for defence, air craft and wireless telegraphy in time of 
war and radiotelegraphy treaty. 

Had the reviser incorporated such changes in the text as would 
have been warranted by the documents in the appendix, the fourth 
edition of Davis' Elements of International Law might have taken 
its place with other modem text books on international law; but, 
for the reasons above mentioned, it fails of being a suitable text 
book in the year 1917. 

Frank A. Updyke. 



Recueil de rapports sur les diffSrents points du programme — minimum 
de V Organisation centrale pour une paix durable. The Hague: 
Martinus Nijhoff. 1916. 2 vols. 370 + 355 pages. 

This collection of reports or essays is in the nature of a preliminary 
discussion of the nine parts of the "Minimum Programme" which the 
Central Organization for a Durable Peace hopes to see adopted by 
the family of nations at the end of the present war. The Executive 
Committee of the Central Organization designed them primarily as 
aids to the members of its various International Committees of Re- 
search, which are travailing over the weighty problems of its Minimum 
Programme; but it hopes, also, that they may be of service to the 
many minds in many lands which are grappling, individually or col- 
lectively, with these same problems, the difficulty of which is com- 
mensurate with their vast and vital importance. If the essays are 
widely read, this hope would be largely realized; for most of them 
are filled with instructive and stimulating suggestions, and are written 
by well-known publicists. 

That the voliunes partake of a largely international character is 
apparent from the facts of their authorship. Of the thirty-five essays 
contained in the two volumes, seven are written by Americans, six 
by Englishmen, five by Austro-Hungarians, four by committees of 
Hollanders, three by Norwegians, two by Belgians, two by Germans, 
and one each by a Brazilian, Frenchman, Italian, Swede, Swiss, and 
a committee of Danes. Seventeen are in English, ten in German, and 
eight in French. 

The subject of annexation and conquest is discussed in one essay; 
the freedom of the seas in one; the limitation of armaments in two; 



